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Is it a sin to braid or plait the hair? I have four daugh- 
ters whose hair has never been cut, but I have kept it 
plaited all the time.—Mrs. D. R., Tampa, Florida. 


OUR PROBLEM arises over 1 Timothy 2:9: “In like 
manner also, that women adorn themselves in mod- 
est apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety: not 
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array”; 
and 1 Peter 3:3: “Whose adorning let it not be the out- 
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel.” Notice carefully both in 
Paul’s writing and in Peter’s, the discussion is pointedly 
on adornment. Both were concerned only with a putting 
on of ornamentation, not the way a woman combed her 
hair. The verse from Peter is quite plain when you notice 
that he condemns the adorning of plaiting the hair. The 
problem then was clearly one of adorning the hair rather 
than twining it together as we today do in plaiting or 
braiding the hair. Both Peter and Paul unmistakably ob- 
ject to adorning the hair with artificial ornamentation. 
Positive proof that the apostles did not condemn the 
simple act of plaiting (Gr.: emploke), which meant to 
twist or fold the hair, is found in the fact that they also 
condemned putting on of apparel. It would be absurd to 
suppose that they advocated putting on no apparel what- 
soever; but their reference was only to costly, extrava- 
gant, or sensational apparel. In the same manner, only 
the plaiting of the hair with ornamentation, extrava- 
gance, or immodesty was condemned. Some of the an- 
cient historians have told us how the women of Christ’s 
time plaited their hair by putting nets of gold about it, 
or entwining threads or coins of gold in it, or folding it 
over shiny leaves of gold. This was extravagant, vulgar, 
and immodest, often the trademark of a harlot. It was 
this ornamental plaiting of the hair that was condemned 
and not the simple twining or rolling it together, which is 
both modest and convenient. 





Ps 
NOTICES 

ou have any relatives in or around gogettosie. 

rat ragg, Bonnie Doone, or Spring Lake, N. , whom 


you would like for our church to contact and iy to get in 
church, drop us a card or letter giving 1s 8 names and 
addresses, and we will contact them.—J. H. Daniels, 524 
Adams Street, Fayetteville, N. C. 


Will Cameron Brown please contact Robert D. Crick 
at the following address: Robert D. Crick, AF — 
12th R.S.M., APO 61, Box 401, in care of New York, N. 


The Church of God on the air, Station KBIM, 910 kc. 
(1,000 watts), Roswell, N. Mex., — Sunday morning, 
9:15 to 9: 30, MS.T., directed by 0. E . Wright, pastor. 
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¥ DECLARATION OF FAITH 

* WE BELIEVE 

* 1. In the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 

* 2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, 

+ the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

ok 3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 

“~ Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 

ke Virgin . That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 

oe from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 

ot” at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

. 4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

* God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 

— and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

t 5. That 2 regeneration, and the new birth 

+. are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

— 6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 

* faith in the blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the 

7 Holy Ghost. 

* 7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people. 

+ 8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 

* clean heart. 

* 9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 

* terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 

* of the Holy Ghost. 

* 10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 

* should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 

* Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

* 11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

* 12. In the Lord’s Supper; and washing of the saints’ feet. 

* 13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to 

* resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 

* saints to Bim Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth u 
ousand years 

x 14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 

| righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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AUTUMN ROAD—By A. Devaney: Preierence of the 
seasons is a matter of personal choice, but none is more 
welcome generally than Autumn when nature paints the 
world in gold, brown, red, and yellow, and cool breezes 
bring rest from the Summer’s heat. God has promised 
that “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease.” 
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: = to Meet Temptation 


UST AS THERE IS ART in properly preparing a 

meal or driving a car, or building a house, or read- 

ing a book, so there is art in living for God. “Art” 
is a nice expression meaning “knack” or “know how.” 
When one has gained by experience or observation a 
technique in doing something a little better, then he has 
developed a degree of art; he knows how a thing should 
be properly done. 

Well, there is an art in saying no. There are proper 
ways to say this short word, and there are careless ways 
to say it. The tragedy is that so few people ever learn 
how to properly say it. Perhaps you don’t think this is 
very important, perhaps it even seems foolish to you— 
but, do YOU know how to say no? Every mile of your 
Christian journey will be filled with allurements and 
temptations to lure you from the path, to destroy your 
character, to forfeit your life, to fill you with eternal 
shame. When these enticements face you, do you really 
know how to make an answer? or are you at a loss for the 
art of saying no? 

Why are so many people overcome by temptation? Sim- 
ply because they do not know how to say no and mean 
it! “I guess I had better not,” or “I really shouldn’t,” or 
“Well, I don’t know” are not always proper ways of ex- 
pressing the negative, for they leave too much quarter 
for further debate or enticement. There is a better way 
of saying no. The three Hebrews who were about to be 
cast into the fiery furnace knew exactly how to say no: 
“Be it known unto thee, O king, that WE WILL NOT 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up,” Daniel 3:18. That stopped the discussion! 
The king knew exactly where they stood! They said no 
as it should be said when we are answering temptation 
from any source. 

It is too late to try to decide against sin when sin has 
presented itself; the preparation for it should be made 
beforehand. “My son, if thou wouldst serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul for temptation,” Ecclesiastes 2:1. We 
are admonished by Paul to have ourselves accoutered 
for our batter with the evil one—and no soldier waits 
until the enemy has charged to equip himself. In every 
instance of pertinent Biblical instruction, we are urged 
to be prepared before the conflict begins. Know what 
your answer will be when sin entices you and it will not 
be so hard to answer. Have your reply to temptation 
foreknown in your heart and mind. 

If you are to succeed in your Christian life, then you 
must follow the Biblical admonition to prepare your- 
self in advance for the conflicts which lie ahead. In this 
foredetermination we have the example of Christ and 
many others. In Luke 9:51 we read that “he stedfastly set 
his face to go to Jerusalem.” Today we might say that His 
head was set—but the meaning is what we must grasp. 
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He was determined that nothing should prevent Him, or 
hinder Him, or divert Him from His journey. We are on 
our way to a city, and only those with steadfast and set 
faces will ever arrive up there. Courtesy is certainly a 
desirable quality, but one should never be more courteous 
than the devil when we are confronted in his tempta- 
tions. If he insists on having his way, then be just as 
insistent that he shall not have his way. If he is over- 
bearing, then be overbearing with him. The devil will 
not show you courtesy or consideration; therefore, you 
should never allow yourself to become overnice to him. 

Learn how to say no! There is a way in which no can 
be said, and yet yes be implied; we must learn to say no 
and mean it! Leave no chance for further discussion; 
don’t “beat about the bush”; don’t falter; don’t quail; 
don’t apologize—but say no in unmistakable language 
and emphasis. Say no with such decision that it will re- 
buff the tempter and give you extra strength. The art in 
saying no is not finesse and polish, but decision and 
determination. 


THIS GLORIOUS FELLOWSHIP 


No ONE CAN travel extensively in the work 
of the Lord without being impressed by the wonderful 
fellowship of the Church of God. I feel that the Lord jus- 
tifies the pride I have in my brothers and sisters in Him. 
Sometime ago an infidel stated that no preachers are 
preaching today for the love of Christ, but that if materi- 
al support were taken away from the ministry, no minis- 
ters would be left. Occasionally we hear such blasphemy 
against the Christian ministry, and many people unwit- 
tingly fall in step with such cynicism. 

It is wonderful to realize that the Church of God min- 
istry cannot justifiably be brought under such reproach. 
(I am certain that other groups can also testify to a 
God-given, inspired and charitable ministry, but I speak 
of the ones I know personally and am persuaded have 
complete integrity.) Many times this summer I have sat 
on platforms at our state conventions with a heart filled 
with compassion and courage because of the glorious 
company with which I associate. How proud I am just to 
mingle with them, much less to be called brother by them 
—men who labor untiringly for the Lord, who sacrifice 
for His cause, and whose lives are a testimony to His 
grace. I draw strength from my brethren because I love 
them, because I trust them, and because I know them to 
be sterling men of God. I thank the Lord that I can as- 
sociate with them in this great labor of love. 

I am happy that the Church of God ministers are Bible- 
loving, Bible-reading, Bible-believing, Bible-preaching 
men of God. I am happy to be accounted one of the group 
who love God supremely, desire to see souls saved pas- 
sionately, pray unceasingly, and labor unselfishly. My 
heart is overwhelmed with thanksgiving each time I am 
permitted to be with a new section of this glorious com- 
pany. May we, with increasing fervor and effectiveness, 
accomplish the work whereunto God hath called us. 
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Is it a sin to braid or plait the hair? I have four daugh- 
ters whose hair has never been cut, but I have kept it 
plaited all the time—Mrs. D. R., Tampa, Florida. 


OUR PROBLEM arises over 1 Timothy 2:9: “In like 
manner also, that women adorn themselves in mod- 
est apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety: not 
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array”; 
and 1 Peter 3:3: “Whose adorning let it not be the out- 
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel.” Notice carefully both in 
Paul’s writing and in Peter’s, the discussion is pointedly 
on adornment. Both were concerned only with a putting 
on of ornamentation, not the way a woman combed her 
hair. The verse from Peter is quite plain when you notice 
that he condemns the adorning of plaiting the hair. The 
problem then was clearly one of adorning the hair rather 
than twining it together as we today do in plaiting or 
braiding the hair. Both Peter and Paul unmistakably ob- 
ject to adorning the hair with artificial ornamentation. 
Positive proof that the apostles did not condemn the 
simple act of plaiting (Gr.: emploke), which meant to 
twist or fold the hair, is found in the fact that they also 
condemned putting on of apparel. It would be absurd to 
suppose that they advocated putting on no apparel what- 
soever; but their reference was only to costly, extrava- 
gant, or sensational apparel. In the same manner, only 
the plaiting of the hair with ornamentation, extrava- 
gance, or immodesty was condemned. Some of the an- 
cient historians have told us how the women of Christ’s 
time plaited their hair by putting nets of gold about it, 
or entwining threads or coins of gold in it, or folding it 
over shiny leaves of gold. This was extravagant, vulgar, 
and immodest, often the trademark of a harlot. It was 
this ornamental plaiting of the hair that was condemned 
and not the simple twining or rolling it together, which is 
both modest and convenient. 





ao 
NOTICES 
If you have any relatives in or around Fayetteville, 
Fort Bragg, Bonnie Doone, or Spring Lake, N. C., whom 
you would like for our church to contact and try to get in 
church, drop us a card or letter giving their names and 
addresses, and we will contact them.—J. H. Daniels, 524 
Adams Street, Fayetteville, N. C. 


Will Cameron Brown please ey Robert D. Crick 
at the following address: Robert D. Crick, AF —, 
12th R.S.M., APO 61, Box 401, in care of New York, N 


The Church of God on the air, Station KBIM, 910 kc. 
(1,000 watts), Roswell, N. Mex., each Sunday morning, 
9:15 to 9: 30, MS.T., directed by 0. E . Wright, pastor. 
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AUTUMN ROAD—By A. Devaney: Preierence of the 
seasons is a matter of personal choice, but none is more 
welcome generally than Autumn when nature paints the 
world in gold, brown, red, and yellow, and cool breezes 
bring rest from the Summer’s heat. God has promised 
that “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease.” 
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Shen to Meet Temptation 


UST AS THERE IS ART in properly preparing a 

meal or driving a car, or building a house, or read- 

ing a book, so there is art in living for God. “Art” 
is a nice expression meaning “knack” or “know how.” 
When one has gained by experience or observation a 
technique in doing something a little better, then he has 
developed a degree of art; he knows how a thing should 
be properly done. 

Well, there is an art in saying no. There are proper 
ways to say this short word, and there are careless ways 
to say it. The tragedy is that so few people ever learn 
how to properly say it. Perhaps you don’t think this is 
very important, perhaps it even seems foolish to you— 
but, do YOU know how to say no? Every mile of your 
Christian journey will be filled with allurements and 
temptations to lure you from the path, to destroy your 
character, to forfeit your life, to fill you with eternal 
shame. When these enticements face you, do you really 
know how to make an answer? or are you at a loss for the 
art of saying no? 

Why are so many people overcome by temptation? Sim- 
ply because they do not know how to say no and mean 
it! “I guess I had better not,” or “I really shouldn’t,” or 
“Well, I don’t know” are not always proper ways of ex- 
pressing the negative, for they leave too much quarter 
for further debate or enticement. There is a better way 
of saying no. The three Hebrews who were about to be 
cast into the fiery furnace knew exactly how to say no: 
“Be it known unto thee, O king, that WE WILL NOT 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up,” Daniel 3:18. That stopped the discussion! 
The king knew exactly where they stood! They said no 
as it should be said when we are answering temptation 
from any source. 

It is too late to try to decide against sin when sin has 
presented itself; the preparation for it should be made 
beforehand. “My son, if thou wouldst serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul for temptation,” Ecclesiastes 2:1. We 
are admonished by Paul to have ourselves accoutered 
for our batter with the evil one—and no soldier waits 
until the enemy has charged to equip himself. In every 
instance of pertinent Biblical instruction, we are urged 
to be prepared before the conflict begins. Know what 
your answer will be when sin entices you and it will not 
be so hard to answer. Have your reply to temptation 





foreknown in your heart and mind. 


If you are to succeed in your Christian life, then you 
must follow the Biblical admonition to prepare your- 
self in advance for the conflicts which lie ahead. In this 
foredetermination we have the example of Christ and 
many others. In Luke 9:51 we read that “he stedfastly set 
his face to go to Jerusalem.” Today we might say that His 
head was set—but the meaning is what we must grasp. 
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He was determined that nothing should prevent Him, or 
hinder Him, or divert Him from His journey. We are on 
our way to a city, and only those with steadfast and set 
faces will ever arrive up there. Courtesy is certainly a 
desirable quality, but one should never be more courteous 
than the devil when we are confronted in his tempta- 
tions. If he insists on having his way, then be just as 
insistent that he shall not have his way. If he is over- 
bearing, then be overbearing with him. The devil will 
not show you courtesy or consideration; therefore, you 
should never allow yourself to become overnice to him. 

Learn how to say no! There is a way in which no can 
be said, and yet yes be implied; we must learn to say no 
and mean it! Leave no chance for further discussion; 
don’t “beat about the bush”; don’t falter; don’t quail; 
don’t apologize—but say no in unmistakable language 
and emphasis. Say no with such decision that it will re- 
buff the tempter and give you extra strength. The art in 
saying no is not finesse and polish, but decision and 
determination. 


THIS GLORIOUS FELLOWSHIP 


No ONE CAN travel extensively in the work 
of the Lord without being impressed by the wonderful 
fellowship of the Church of God. I feel that the Lord jus- 
tifies the pride I have in my brothers and sisters in Him. 
Sometime ago an infidel stated that no preachers are 
preaching today for the love of Christ, but that if materi- 
al support were taken away from the ministry, no minis- 
ters would be left. Occasionally we hear such blasphemy 
against the Christian ministry, and many people unwit- 
tingly fall in step with such cynicism. 

It is wonderful to realize that the Church of God min- 
istry cannot justifiably be brought under such reproach. 
(I am certain that other groups can also testify to a 
God-given, inspired and charitable ministry, but I speak 
of the ones I know personally and am persuaded have 
complete integrity.) Many times this summer I have sat 
on platforms at our state conventions with a heart filled 
with compassion and courage because of the glorious 
company with which I associate. How proud I am just to 
mingle with them, much less to be called brother by them 
—men who labor untiringly for the Lord, who sacrifice 
for His cause, and whose lives are a testimony to His 
grace. I draw strength from my brethren because I love 
them, because I trust them, and because I know them to 
be sterling men of God. I thank the Lord that I can as- 
sociate with them in this great labor of love. 

I am happy that the Church of God ministers are Bible- 
loving, Bible-reading, Bible-believing, Bible-preaching 
men of God. I am happy to be accounted one of the group 
who love God supremely, desire to see souls saved pas- 
sionately, pray unceasingly, and labor unselfishly. My 
heart is overwhelmed with thanksgiving each time I am 
permitted to be with a new section of this glorious com- 
pany. May we, with increasing fervor and effectiveness, 
accomplish the work whereunto God hath called us. 
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DANGER! MENTAL POISONING 


The Thought: Life 
of a CHRISTIAN 


HART R. ARMSTRONG 
President of the Evangelical Press Association 





NE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT truths 
concerning human character building was 
spoken in passing by Solomon in Proverbs 
23:7: “As he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” The thoughts of our mind are like 
building blocks with which we build our character. If a 
person permits himself to think often of evil, he will 
soon be doing evil acts, falling into evil habits, and fin- 
ally living an evil life. Pure and good thoughts ennoble the 
character, uplift the mind, and even exercise a whole- 
some influence upon the body itself, but evil thoughts 
have a directly opposite power. 

Jesus had this in mind when He said, “There is nothing 
from without a man, that entering into him can defile 
him: but the things which come out of him, those are 
they that defile the man.” Then Jesus went further to 
explain His meaning: “That which cometh out of the 
man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, murders, thefts, coveteousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
all these evil things come from within, and defile the 
man.” 

Every deed that a man performs is born first in his 
thought life. Most deeds are not brought to birth with a 
sudden impulse, but lie rooted in many repeated thoughts. 
This is particularly true with evil deeds. No man sins 
suddenly. The sin must first be conceived in his mind, 
and by a series of evil thoughts the natural repugnance 
to the deed, the strivings of conscience and training, the 
influences of the Holy Spirit and of good friends, are all 
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overcome until the evil thought drives the inner thought 
on to become an outward deed. 

The guarding of the thought life is a matter, then, of 
utmost importance. Every evil thought is a dangerous 
thing. It carries with it the seeds of evil, the promise of a 
ugly growth which, if not rooted out, will bring forth a 
character of weakness and sin. Satan sees to it that evil 
thoughts are constantly knocking at the door of our con- 
sciousness. We must persistently avoid them, refuse them 
entrance to our thinking, thrust them out if they gain 
admittance. Once permitted, they will bring others like 
them and will never be satisfied until they have mastered 
us and completely possessed our whole being. 


CERTAINLY ONE OF THE greatest sources 
of our thoughts is our reading. Almost every person today 
reads constantly, avidly. The modern mind is ever seeking 
new thoughts, and our world is filled with material to read, 
things which are forced upon us in our every waking 
moment, Advertising has seized upon the hunger of the 
mind for reading and fills the highways, the billboards, 
the sides of buildings, the cards in the trains and street- 
cars or buses, the pages of our newspapers and maga- 
zines with its message. Daily the modern mind is be- 
sieged by clamoring insistent thoughts. The huge trade 
in modern magazines is a witness to the power of printed 
thought. Never in history has there been such a barrage 
of ideas hurled upon the minds of men. 

The sad part of the whole picture is the fact that so 
much of our modern reading is filled with corrupt, de- 
basing, and unwholesome ideas. The material which 
comes in our reading materials could very well be com- 
pared to food which we eat. Some food is wholesome, 
filled with body-building minerals and vitamins; other 
food is pleasant but somewhat useless, being filled with 
starches and sugars which only go to fat and add noth- 
ing to the body’s well being; other food may be positively 
harmful and dangerous; and, of course, it is possible for 
the human body to indulge in actual poisonous things 
such as alcohol and nicotine. The things you read are 
like that: wholesome Christian literature will build the 
soul and fill the life’: with things which minister to char- 
acter and holiness; popular reading only tickles the fan- 
cy and adds little to the character and understanding; 
and there is much on the newsstands today that is posi- 
tively evil and harmful to the inner life. Reading the 
trashy and sinful magazines or novels of the day fill the 
life with mental and spiritual poison, placing thoughts 
and desires in the mind that lead to awful sins and 
evil deeds. The person who carries these lewd and sug- 
gestive publications home for reading might just as well 
buy a bottle of poison at the drugstore and take it home 
for a nip after dinner. He is doing to his mental and 
spiritual life exactly what the poison would do to his 
physical body. There is terrible danger here. The Chris- 
tian must learn to beware of such publications. He must 
discriminate in his selection of reading. His thouzht life 
must not be polluted by the impure stream of modern 
literature. It is too important to him to remain clean 
and pure in heart. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.” 

It is not a light thing to be careless or indulgent in our 
choice of reading matter. It is foolish to excuse a trashy 
book or magazine by the words, “Oh, this once won’t 
hurt me.” One thing leads to another. One indulgence & 
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By DAVID L. LEMONS 








HESE ARE WORDS that are common to us 
because we have known them all of our 
lives. Perhaps you memorized them as your 
first Bible passage, as I did. But to the 
scholars of the Old Testament these words 
burst forth with surprising innovation and far-reaching 
implications. They knew that God was great, wonderful, 
powerful, and mighty. They knew that God spoke the 
world into existence, measured the oceans in the hollow 
of His hand, set the bounds for the sea, flung the stars 
from His finger tips, stretched the north over space, 
and hung the world upon nothing. They knew that He 
had raised up the purple mountains, studded the vales 
with diamond lakes, and set sparkling rivers in the cour- 
ses toward the sea. But, they did not know that GOD IS 
LOVE. 

They knew that God ruled in regal splendor in the hal- 
lowed throne room of the heavenlies, but they did not 
know that God could be born of a virgin and cradled in 
a Bethlehem manger. They knew, according to Job, that 
God had His immeasurable warehouses where He stored 
up the hail and snow for their appointed time, but they 
did not know that God could labor as a carpenter and fix 
a window or repair a fisherman’s boat. They knew that 
the animals of the earth were His creation, and that 
Leviathan and Behemoth were products of His cunning, 
but they did not know that God would, amidst cross cur- 
rents of strife, ride on a donkey into the City of Peace to 
announce a kingdom to be set up in the hearts of men. 

They knew that the wealth of the unsearchable celestial 
treasure houses was His and that legions of angels in 
revered obeisance exercised His command. But they did 
not know that God, even God, could, after an arduous 
day, lament, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head.” They knew that God could open up the earth to 
receive the wicked, and that He could send a flood upon 
His enemies, but they did not know that He could so love 
sinning, sorrowing, suffering humanity that He could 
bleed and die for. them on Calvary. But this is the heart 
of the gospel. 

God so loved that He gave. “God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself,” 2 Corinthians 4:19. 

To measure God’s love, the nearest we find 
Was giving His Son for all of mankind. 

Oh, that we may see Him as the expression of divine 
love to man! Visualize Him. He is a greater leader than 
Moses, a greater king than David, a greater seer than 
Solomon, a greater preacher than Paul. He was more 
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patient than Job, more faithful than Abraham, more 
sympathetic than Jeremiah, and more passionate than 
Isaiah. Of Him the Father called in clarion tones from the 
sky, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 


WHEN JOHN recognized Jesus at the place of 
baptism, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” The woman who met Him at 
the well in Samaria proclaimed, “Come see a man that 
told me all things .. . is not this the Christ?” The officers 
of the law heard His speech and returned to their su- 
periors, saying, “Never a man spake like this man.” Pilate 
said, “I find no fault in him.” Peter, by divine revelation, 
declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Mary bowed before the resurrected Christ and spoke a 
volume when she cried, “Rabboni.” And I, like the doubt- 
ing Thomas, when by faith I visualized Him, exclaimed, 
“My Lord and my God!” 

Ira Sanky sang of Him: 


There were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold; 

But one was out on the hills away, 
Far off from the Shepherd’s fold. 


But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed, 

Or how dark was the night that the Lord passed through 
Ere He found the sheep that was lost. 


But why this ignominious death? This is God in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself—seeking and saving 
that which was lost. 

This is not a picture of Christ appeasing God in an ef- 
fort to effect a reconciliation, but God in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself. Of all the facts of Calvary, 
two are foremost: 1. God reveals His love which is cal- 
culated to recapture man’s alienated affections. 2. By the 
cross a divine obligation is being satisfied. “And God 
said ...I will put enmity between thee (the devil) and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel,” Genesis 
3:15. 

Concerning fact number one, this is love at the maxi- 
mum. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends,” John 15:13. From the 
day of crucifixion, when the dying thief cried out, “Re- 
member me,” and the Roman centurion said, “Surely 
this was the Son of God,” the message of God’s love as ex- 
pressed on Calvary has ever appealed to the “good” that 
is in man. We have sought to express the essence of Cal- 
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altogether to stay saved. In other words, it is good 

to know you are a saved person, but it is much bet- 
ter to show it to the world. Many people are converted 
to Christianity, but never give a thought to their future 
lives, as to how they are to remain children of the King. 
The saved person at death is the one who really will see 
Jesus. 

The “know how” is in the background today more than 
at any time since the beginning of the world. Think of it! 
False prophets even are going to be in hell. 2 Corinthians 
11:13-15, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And 
no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an an- 
gel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers 
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works.” We must 
be on the lookout for evil workers. We must know how to 
live in Christ Jesus our Lord, to be ready to meet Him at 
His coming. 

It will always be necessary to abide in the words of 
Christ in order to be His disciple. 

Truth, Jesus said, was found only in Him, and also 
added that the truth would set us free. So freedom is 
only in Christ. No one who rejects the commands of 
Christ can ever hope to have the divine favor of God up- 
on his life. 

Sermons are preached today to serve as a general help 
toward building up morals and Christian ethics, placing 
a desire in the listeners’ hearts to serve God with no 
knowledge of how to accomplish that factor. A good ser- 
mon preached with power and eloquence from the 
heart of the preacher, based upon his own life and ex- 
perience, knowing that God has saved him from sin, is 
likely to be as the arrow that is shot with great skill—it 
will hit the bull’s eye. It hits at the heart of things. It is, 
for the most part, directed to the old man of sin, who, 
Paul says, reigns in the heart of fallen man—the king of 
his heart, king of the carnal heart, in the carnal man. 


Too few sermons accomplish this objective. Many times 
they overshoot or undershoot the object. Someone 
puts it this way: you can tell them they are in sin and 
are sinners without hurting their feelings. This is prob- 
ably one of the great reasons why more people today do 
not “know how” to live for God better than they do. We 
must get to the heart of the soul of man, or we have 
missed the mark. The improving of morals is necessary 
and needful, but the Man Christ Jesus needs to be placed 
out in front as the Guide for them. People need to know 
that it is very important to be concerned about what 
they believe concerning the Word of God, and how they 
react toward it in everyday life. Paul said, in the text, 
that “everyone should know how to possess his vessel.” 
Is it important to you, my friend? In Revelation 21:7 
John says, “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” Is it 
important enough? If we don’t overcome, we shall be 
lost. If we don’t know what Christ taught and what He 
said, we shall not be saved; we have no chance with Him. 


THE REASONS FOR BACKSLIDING 


ONE OF THE GREATEST reasons for back- 
slidings today is very likely to be the rejection of truth. 
We preachers are no better off than Christ in this matter, 
and He had this trouble in His ministry. In John 8:37, 
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RECEIVING, 


Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:4, “That every one of you 
should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification 
and honour.” 


Christ’s conflict with the Jews of His day, He said, “I 
know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill me, 
because my word hath no place in you.” We must not re- 
ject the words of Christ and at the same time claim we 
are serving Him. Let us know how to live for Him, ac- 
cording to His words. Only the teachings that came from 
heaven will lead men to heaven. In 2 John 10 Jesus 
warned His disciples to be alert in their dealings with the 
world about them. Listen, “Jf there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him Godspeed.” 

Sinner friend and fellow traveler for Christ, it makes 
all the difference in the world as to what you believe. 
Right at this spot is where many are led astray by the 
forces of Satan. Satan would have you to reject Christ 
and His doctrine if you will. Some are of the opinion it 
makes little difference what you believe, so long as you 
are sincere. This is the greatest lie the devil ever pawned 
off on anyone. It-is not altogether what the preacher 
knows that does the good for his congregation; it is what 
they know that counts. Someone says, “You want to be 
successful, don’t you?” Your reply is, “Yes.” Then in turn 
you hear, “Don’t be so narrow-minded, then.” If Jesus 
taught it would be necessary for His converts to abide in 
His teachings, it is still needful now. In John 8:31 Jesus 
spoke very plainly to the Jews: “Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed.” The best way to become 
a disciple of the Lord is to do what He says for you to do. 

Men and women of our day, who come to us from the 
world of sin and degradation about us, need to know how 
to possess their vessels in sanctification and honor. Sel- 
dom do some people today read the Word of God. Seldom 
do many go to church. Many times they do not listen to 
the gospel message when they do go. Is it any wonder 
they do not know how to live for God? 

We know only what we have been taught, hence people 
learn little of the Word of God. 


DOCTRINE TAKES THE LEAD 


MAN MAY KNOW HOW TO JUMP into deep 
water, but unless he has learned to swim, little will be 
accomplished. Most likely there will be trouble getting 
him out, until he learns to get himself out to safety. So 
it is with Christians. New converts do not know the 
church, perhaps, as well as you. They have to be allowed 
time to learn how to possess their vessels. The minister 
who receives one into his church and never helps him 
learn the teaching of the church, will sooner or later 
have trouble with him. 

2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.” Here is the outline. We exhort by doctrine. We 
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eand KEEPING 


By W. M. GRANGER 


convince the gainsayer by doctrine. Doctrine is like the 
framework of a building, it holds us together. Many be- 
lieve all the convert should do is to believe. Well, to be 
saved this is correct, but it takes more than this to stay 
saved. There must be some action in our lives. Matthew 
7:21, “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.” If this is properly 
interpreted, then of necessity there must be action after 
conversion. I am talking about not just receiving the 
Lord, but keeping the Lord. 


WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT DOCTRINE 


As to the importance, too much can’t be said about 
doctrine. Here is the foundation stones of the Christian 
life. John 7:17, “If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.” We are in a world of turmoil on every 
hand. Human skill and wisdom is not sufficient to solve 
the problems of our time. The world needs a charted 
course. Many are lost.in a fog because they refuse to 
give heed to the doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ and His 
example. The principles and doctrines of Christ is the 
answer for the lost world today. People need a set rule, 
based on high ideals. 


DOCTRINES OF MEN 


DOcTRINES OF MEN become so when they 
are not based upon the Word of God. The ways of men 
are false ways and can never lead men to heaven. The 
doctrines of Christ should be accepted by all God-fearing 
people. Christ had a condition with the men of His day 
who wanted to go the way of men. In Mark 7:6, 7 our 
Lord spoke concerning their false worship here, “Well 
hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, 
This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Lip 
service is a great service in our time. Men often speak on 
the spur of the moment, and their intentions are sure, 
but it is easy to fall into the error of worshiping God as 
did these. 

Then, too, there is a spirit that if you can’t get people 
to accept all the teachings of Jesus, take them into the 
church on what they will accept, and let them go along 
with the rest, and finally they will be converted to the 
faith. I want to say without fear of contradiction that 
anyone who rejects the teachings of our Lord and His 
doctrine is not eligible to be in any church, no matter 
what the name. If Jesus is the Way, as He says He is, 
then we must accept that way in order to have access to 
eternal life. Jesus said the great harm of disobedience 
was not only the loss of the individual, but a deadening 
of the Word. Mark 7:13, “Making the word of God of 
none effect through your tradition, which ye have de- 
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livered.” Preacher, your people will believe the doctrine 
you preach to them, if they love the Church. Be sure you 
know the doctrines of Christ. 


DOCTRINES OF CHRIST 


I do not wish to set forth all the doctrines of Christ, 
only a very limited number, especially those I feel are so 
needful in many localities. First, of all I mention the 
thought that Jesus claimed to be the Way, hence there 
are not a dozen ways. There is only one heaven, one 
Way, one Christ, one faith, one baptism, one Lord of all 
who directs our paths. All through the Bible we read 
about men in conflict with God because of sin. While 
Christ was here, He promised to redeem fallen men if 
they would come unto Him, but only then. They were to 
forsake sin, turn from it, and serve the Christ. Christ 
claimed to be the Liberator, the great I AM who is able 
to master every condition for us. 

In reading the heading of the first chapter of the great 
novel “In His Steps,” one is made to realize at once why 
the title is so impressive. It is based upon the teachings 
of Christ. It is not misleading to the reader. We should 
follow in the steps of Christ to be Christians. How far we 
have traveled from that I leave for you to consider, with 
what Jesus set forth by precept and example in the Word. 
The doctrine of Christ is what leads men to the whole 
truth of the Word of God—what Jesus believed, what He 
taught His disciples, how He conducted Himself with ref- 
erence to what He taught. 

Many people are eager to say they love the Lord, but 
flatly refuse to do His biddings. What does all this mean? 
Could it be that Jesus was mistaken in stating that He 
alone was the way to eternal life? Not so, my friend. We 
must accept the teachings of Christ to have His divine 
favor. 

Jesus taught the reality of sin, not that sin was a 
referred to Him as being the One on whom He Himself 
was: dependent. John 12:49, “For I have not spoken of 
myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak.” Jesus also spoke of His Father as One who worked 
before His time, as recorded in John 5:17, “But Jesus 
answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
He was referring to some other Being before His time on 
earth. Do you believe this? 

Jesus, in speaking about the power bestowed upon Him, 
claimed it came from some other source. In Matthew 
28:18, “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” In other 
words, He claimed to be first in all things; therefore, He 
should have first place in your life. It was He who died 
for your sins, not some other man. It was He who was 
resurrected from the tomb with victory over death, hell, 
and the grave. No other person has ever proved his 
power to this extent, my friend. He is worthy of our trust. 
If His power was given Him from some other source, then 
let us believe that. If He didn’t have a Father as He said 
He had, we have no explanation for scripture at this 
point. 

Jesus taught the reality of sin, not that sin was a 
dream, or something that needs no attention, but some- 
thing we each need to be guarding against, for it is the 
evils of sin that send us to hell. He also claimed to be the 
One who could remove our sins. John 15:2, “If I had not 
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A CALL TO SERVICE ¢ 


By H. D. WILLIAMS 





HRIST ILLUSTRATES His unbounding love 
and heaven-born compassion for suffering, 
dying humanity when He points to the 
wheat field as the ripened grain sways 
back and forth in the breezes, and says, in 
Luke 10:2, “The harvest truly is great, but the labourers 
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his harvest.” 


No doubt, the disciples had seen many wheat fields 
neglected and the precious wheat fall to the ground and 
rot. Christ urges His disciples to answer the call to serv- 
ice, saying, “Say not ye there are yet four months, and 
then cometh harvest. Behold I say unto you, Lift up your 
eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to 
harvest.” They and the generations to follow them were 
the ripened grain ready to harvest. This brought the 
Husbandman from His heavenly palace to the field (this 
world) to save the souls of unregenerated men, ere they 
be lost throughout eternity, separated from the presence 
of God. 

The courage and zeal with which many of His disciples 
answered the call to service has been a source of inspira- 
tion to the servants of God in every period of the church 
age. The fire and fervor with which they preached and 
testified to the gospel of Christ burned its way into the 
hearts of the hearers until many of them became a part 
of the great harvest of souls won by those faithful serv- 
ants. The Christlike manner in which they lived and con- 
ducted themselves, even under trying circumstances, was 
a mighty force against the powers of sin. Consequently, 
millions of happy souls were added to their abundant har- 
vest. In our generation, thousands have voluntarily dedi- 
cated their service and talent to the saving of lost souls. 
So today the message of Jesus Christ is being preached in 
every conceivable method and manner in the Sunday 
School classroom, the church pulpit, over the radio and 
television, also the printed page. Yet we are told that 
about sixty-five per cent of the world’s inhabitants have 
never heard the story of Jesus and His love. Should not 
the Church awaken to her responsibilities and encourage 
laborers to enter the needy harvest fields and work while 
it is yet day, “for the night cometh when no man can 
work”? 

Today there is a crying need in our local churches for 
those who can take the gospel out and bring the people 
in. There is a need for the kind of Christian service that 
will provide the Church with more men and means for a 
greater harvest of souls. What are our supreme loyalties? 
Whom do we serve? What ideals do we cherish? These 
and other similar questions confront us as we answer the 
Master’s call to service. We are told that with all the in- 
ventions of modern warfare in this atomic age no nation 
can successfully fight a war to the finish without the foot 
soldier. Organizational leaders are indispensable to the 
Church’s world-wide evangelistic program. Yet the 
Church will always have to depend on the individual be- 
liever to get the message ‘“‘to every creature.” The Church 
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may look for better methods, but God is looking for better 
men, men who can talk to man in behalf of God and talk 
to God in behalf of man. Think of the uncultivated 
fields! Think of the needs of our missions board! Think 
of a broken, bleeding world! Think of Christ dying on 
the cross for countless millions, dying untold! Surely then 
our best will seem to us small—yes, pitifully small. 


A DEEP AND GLORIOUS Christian experi- 
ence results in joyous Christian service and sacrifice. If 
we are finding it hard to serve the Lord and His Church, 
even in the most humble place, we should look to our 
spiritual condition. If there is love, there will be service. 
Love delights in answering the call to assist the needy, 
relieve the suffering, and care for the dying. Think of the 
empty chairs in our Sunday School classrooms! Think of 
the empty pews in our churches during the Sunday morn- 
ing worship caused by many who, after being taught, 
never stay to be filled and anointed for service! The 
saving gospel of Jesus Christ does not move by a popular 
vote. It can only move as those who are impelled by it 
move. Being one who has a great compassion for suffer- 
ing humanity and knowing something of the Church’s 
opportunities, let me urge you, dear reader, to answer 
the call to service. Many will ask, “What qualifications 
must I have?” If you have a regenerated heart and a 
willing mind, there is an opportunity for you. Some will 
ask, “What will it cost me? What will I have to give up? 
What advantages are there socially? and what security 
may I expect?” May I say, Is it not sinful to think only 
of self and selfish gains? Did Christ come to be minis- 
tered to? Did He not come to minister to many and in so 
doing He gave His life for all? Never has any workman 
on earth had any more right over his work than Christ 
has over us. We are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works (service). He not only wants yours, 
He wants you. 

While considering prayerfully, giving our best to the 
Master’s service, let us be realistic in facing the issue. We 
must pray to overcome sin and daily consecrate our all 
and all to God and His cause. Consecration, as it relates 
to effective Christian service, calls for separation from 
worldly entanglements and social evils. This was taught 
and practiced by the prophets and apostles of old. Though 
they are now dead, yet their works live on. The Church 
itself the “called out” by the grace of God. The very name 
“saint” testifies to the world that we are separated ones. 
“Ye are not of this world,” says our Lord. “I have chosen 
you out of the world.” 

We are “in the world” but “not of the world,” therefore 
we are to serve as lights to the world. The apostle Paul 
admonishes, “Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” Consecration, also, teaches being set apart for God. 
“The Lord hath set apart him that is godly for himself.” 
He gave me life; I should consecrate it to Him. He gives 
me my time; I should use it according to His will. He 
enables me to earn. money, then I should give of my 
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means to advance His work. 

It is a joy to give service and substance to and for those 
we love. Though we be consecrated to the extent that we 
are separated from sin and set apart for God, yet the 
servant of God should not only be an example in Chris- 
tian living, but is admonished to be able to teach. We 
must teach that which we have experienced and know. If 
we teach the precepts of right living, we must know Him 
who is the Giver of life and Teacher of good things. 
Therefore, we are strictly admonished to “study to shew 
ourselves approved unto God, a workman (servant) that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 


YOU WOULD LIKE to be a soul-winner? 
Then study the Scriptures and other helpful books on 
winning the lost to Christ that you may be able to con- 
verse with your friends and intelligently point them to 
the Saviour of all sinners. Or maybe you have a burning 
desire to teach children and train young people. Then 
subscribe to the Teacher-Training Course offered by your 
Church. Pour out your soul in prayer and study, which is 
a MUST. But we, also, of necessity must be “filled with 
the Spirit” to render effective service in the Lord’s work. 
Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in Judaea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Every- 
thing depends on the spiritual character of the servant 
of God. The constraining power of God’s love must move 
His child to active service. The energy of self-denial must 
be his being, his heart, blood, and bones. He must go forth 
as a man among men, clothed with humility, abiding in 
meekness, wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove, with the 
bonds of a servant and the spirit of a king, and with the 
simplicity and sweetness of a child. 

It was when Jesus had given Himself publicly to do the 
will of God that the Holy Ghost came upon Him. (Mat- 
thew 3:16, 17, also Acts 10:38.) It was when the dis- 
ciples had yielded themselves to the will of God in tarry- 
ing at Jerusalem that they were endued and anointed 
with power from on high. We cannot receive the power 
and anointing of the Holy Ghost apart from His pres- 
ence anymore than we can enjoy the light and warmth 
of the sun apart from the presence of the sun. His pres- 
ence in the believing servant of God is all-subduing and 
overcoming. 

The indwelling Spirit manifests His character in the 
believer’s life in different ways. He comforts. The serv- 
ant of God must know this, “The Comforter which is the 
Holy Ghost.” Jesus said, “If I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you.” The Holy Ghost as the Com- 
forter could not come until Christ had finished His work 
and reappeared before the Father. The very fact of His 
presence in our hearts gives us an assurance of peace, 
inspiring us to give service, “not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart. With good will doing service, as to 
the Lord, and not to men.” Pray to God that the holy 
zeal of Christ be always: burning. Let it impel to ceaseless, 
untiring activity in our labors for the saving of lost sin- 
ners. 

Prayer is essential to success for the servant of God. 
“Put the saints every where to praying” was the message 
of the apostle, and the keynote of apostolic success. Christ 
was moved by infinite compassion at the ripened fields of 
earth perishing for lack of laborers, and, pausing in His 
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own praying, He tries to awake His disciples to the privi- 
lege and duty of prayer as He charges them, “Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest that he will send forth labourers into 
his harvest.” Short devotions are a bane of deep piety. 
Short devotions deplete spiritual vigor, arrest spiritual 
progress, sap spiritual foundations, and blight the root 
and bloom of spiritual life. They are the prolific sources 
of backsliding, the sure indication of a superficial piety. 
They deceive, blight, and rot the seed, and impoverish the 
soil. A holy life would not be so rare or so difficult a 
thing if our devotions were not so short and hurried. The 
past has not exhausted the possibilities nor the demands 
for doing great things for God. 

As we work for God, amidst the strife and confusion of 
the last days, let us not lose sight of the fact there is to 
be a crowning day for the faithful servant of God. Al- 
most now the eye of sense discerns the scroll in the hand 
of the recording angel, bearing on its flaming page the 
deeds of the summoned spirit and the forthcoming sen- 
tence, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord!” or, “Bind him hand and foot, 
and cast him into outer darkness, where there is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth forever.” 

Then comes the day for which all other days were 
made, when the good man and the mean, the mighty 
man and the slave, the priest of the altar and the door- 
keeper of God’s house shall stand together before the 
Judge of all ages. Can the servant stand before the Judge 
and appeal to Him that none have stumbled or gone 
astray because of his indifference and lack of service? 
Visualize the heavenly reward that awaits the faithful 
servant of God. The tears he shed in behalf of the lost, 
his fearless movements between the living and the dead, 
and the wrestling agony of his devotions prepare him to 
shine above the brightness of the firmament, where he 
shall enjoy “the promised crown, the welcome and ap- 
proval of his Lord.” 








GOD SENT THE LIGHT 
A. M. Quick 


Dense was the darkness o’er the dreadful deep 
That wrapped a world in chaos round and round: 
Darkness that might be felt, perpetual night 
Without a star, or any aoe ype | ra 
Faint lingering in the west, nor in the east 
Was any faintest promise of the dawn, 

But only darkness, darkness over all 
Blackness of darkness in a world of night. 


But now a voice from out eternity, 

A voice that came with power infinite, 

In tones majestic cried, “Let there light be!” 

And lo, light was! Across the primal waste 

The light of God flashed through the shrouding gloom: 
That light was good! Creation was begun! 
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WHAT SHALL I FEED MY FAMILY TODAY? 
MRS. GEORGE W. AYERS 


HAT SHALL I FEED my family today? This 

thought comes into the mind of every good wife, 

mother, and homemaker every day. She must 
plan her meals with three things in mind. First, how 
much income she has or how much:she has in her budg- 
et to spend for food. Second, she must think of the needs 
of her family. If Johnny needs to gain a few extra 
pounds, “I’ll need to fix a very rich dessert, maybe ice 
cream or chocolate pie. Johnny especially likes desserts. 
But Mary needs to lose a few. Since she likes salads, I’ll 
have cottage cheese and pineapple salad. That isn’t too 
high in calories. She likes desserts, but perhaps I can 
persuade her to satisfy herself with vegetables, meat, and 
the salad.” So she thinks and plans. “I know our milk 
bill is enormous, but I know also just how important it is 
that the children have milk to build bones and teeth 
while they are yet young. How I wish my mother had 
known that! I wouldn’t have had to have those two ex- 
tracted last week. I’ll have to cut down on the meat this 
week. We can’t have beef roast today, because we had 
steak day before yesterday. But we all like macaroni and 
cheese, or spaghetti and meat balls. It won’t cost as much, 
and it will help my budget this month.” 

Thus she plans and plans. But, does she plan for the 
spiritual food for her family as well? Many, many thou- 
sands of mothers are wonderful to supply the bodily 
needs of their families, but let them starve spiritually. 
It is just as important to satisfy the inner man as the 
outer one. Many people say, “I have a hidden hunger. I 
have eaten pickles, olives, cheese, a little of almost every- 
thing, but I still feel hungry for something that I do not 
have.” Our souls are constantly hungry for a close con- 
tact with God. We may not realize o— what it is within 
us that cries out, “Oh, if I could just find something 
py gen that is lasting, that can always be depended 
on to satisfy my needs!” That something or someone is 
“the Friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (see 
Proverbs 18:24). 

We, as homemakers, should keep spiritually strong our- 
selves and constantly try to keep our families well fed on 
the many things. God has for the inner man. Having 
family devotions at least twice a day, and PLANNING 
them with this in mind, will help. In one devotion Mary 
can find everything she can about Jesus, the Bread of 
Life (see St. John 6:48-51). She can teach the family the 
little chorus “I’m Feasting on the Living Bread” (in 
Pinebrook Chorus Book), or look in most any hymnal for 
songs pertaining to bread. Perhaps she can get Mother or 
her music teacher to help her with it. Then Johnny may 
want to talk about Jesus, “The Living Water” (see St. 
John 4:6-29). He may want Mother, Mary, and Dad to 
join him in singing “I’m Drinking at the Fountain That 
Will Never Run Dry,” or he may want Baby to sing “Run- 
—_ Over” all by himself that night. Dad may want to 
explain how Jesus’ words are sweeter than honey (see 
Psalm 119:97-104). Then Mother will have honey for 
breakfast that same morning, and they will talk about 
its taste and how the Holy Word will really take away 
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all Bef bitterness, anger, and sourness when it is “di- 
gested.” 

I have enjoyed the following recipe for a happy year. 
If you will use it EVERY year with love, care, and de- 
votion to your family, I am sure they will become spirit- 
ually strong men and women. 

*Take 12 fat, full-grown months. Wash them free from 
all specks of bitterness and jealousy. Cut out all the spots 
of envy and hate. Cube then into 30 or 31 equal parts 
(do not try to cook them whole. Many people spoil the 
whole hatch this way). Prepare one day at a time as 
follows: ; 

Into EACH DAY PUT 

12 parts of FAITH 

11 parts of COURAGE 

10 parts of PATIENCE 

9 parts of WORK (some people leave this IMPOR- 
TANT ingredient out, and it spoils the flavor of all 
the rest) 

8 parts of HOPE 

7 parts of FIDELITY 

6 parts of GENEROSITY 

5 parts of KINDNESS 

4 parts of rest and relaxation (leaving this out is 
like leaving the oil out of the salad. Don’t try to do 
it. It adds flavor to the whole thing) 

3 parts of LOYALTY 

Then add a dash of conscientiousness, a teaspoonful of 
conservatism, a eee of fancy, a sprinkling of play, and 
a heaping cupful of good humor. Pour in a gallon of love 
and mix with vigor. Bake in a fervent heat. Garnish with 
several smiles and some sprigs of joy. Serve with quiet- 
ness, unselfishness, and cheerfulness. 

*This recipe came Bi my scrapbook. I do not know 
the author. I changed it considerably, though. 


GOD IS LOVE, 1 JOHN 4:8b 
(Continued from page 5) 
vary in art, sermon, and song. Sarah Pratt McLean Green 
seeks to express it in poetry: 
De Sheepfol’ 


Po’ Lil’ brack sheep dat strayed away, 
Done los’ in de win’ an’ de rain— 

An’ de Shepherd He say, “O hirelin’, 
Go fin’ my sheep again.” 





An’ de hirelin’ say, “O Shepherd 
Dat sheep am brack an’ bad,” 

But de Shepherd He smile, like dat lil’ brack sheep 
Wuz de onliest lamb He had. 


An’ de Shepherd go out in de darkness 
Where de night wuz col’ an’ bleak, 

An’ dat lil’ brack sheep, He fin’ it, 
An’ lay it agains’ His cheek. 


An’ de hirelin’ frown, “O Shepherd, 
Don’ bring dat sheep to me!” 
But de Shepherd He smile, an’ He hol’ it close. 
An’—dat lil’ brack sheep—was—me! 
—Masterpieces of Religious Verse. 
Fact number two is the crux of the gospel. This is the 
major act in the program of redemption. Here Christ 
Jesus went into death grips with Satan. Although He 
(Christ) sustained a bruised heel (i.e., physical death), 
He inflicted upon Satan’s head a blow by which all the 
personnel of hell has become aware that Jesus Christ 
is Lord and Master. In triumph, Christ, the Victor, shouts, 
“T have the keys of hell and of death.” Moreover He gives 
us the right to use His name whereby we share in His 
victory over the powers of hell. 
Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest Christian on his knees. 
“Herein is love,” 1 John 4:10. 


The Church of God Evangel 

















te i a i i te ee 


Hse a De Om se st OND ams KE AAR 


a 


Bp Dp & 


fy 








| 
| 
7 | * 
| 
| 
| 
| 





THE THOUGHT LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN 
(Continued from page 4) 


calls for further and deeper indulgence. A taste of ungod- 
ly literature or of trashy ideas breeds a deeper hunger 
for more of the same. It is easier to teach a baby to like 
ice cream and pudding than carrots or spinach, so it is 
easier to cultivate a taste for the light or the popular 
than for the wholesome and the spiritual. Worthwhile 
reading takes effort and thought, and lazy minds rather 
prefer the light reading and the pictorial treatment of 
the modern day. 


AND SO THE CALL must come to the Chris- 
tian and to the godly families of our world today to stand 
up and voluntarily choose to take the right side in this 
matter. It is not easy to discipline the mind, but it is 
important and necessary. It is not pleasant to lead the 
other members of the family into a right understanding 
of this matter of feeding on wholesome ideas and spirit- 
ual thoughts, but if the parent fails in this task, the re- 
sult will be ruinous to the lives of their dear children. 

God knew the importance of right reading. That is 
why He gave us the Bible which was purchased by Him 
to be the wellspring and source of all our reading and 
literature. The greatest literature in the world draws its 
themes and its inspiration from God’s Holy Word. The 
most satisfying and ennobling thoughts known to man 
are found here. Hence it is important that every Chris- 
tian major in the reading of God’s Word. More than 
this, the literature he reads apart from the Bible should 
find its impulse from the Book of books. 

Christ should be the center of our thinking, the theme 
of our reading. It is not merely a poetic phrase that 
Christ is named the Alpha and Omega. Alpha is the first 
letter of the Greek alphabet, and Omega the last: cor- 
responding to our letters “A” and “Z” with which we be- 
gin and end our alphabet. Within these two letters are 
comprised the whole series of letters that are the one 
and only basis for the writing of every word we have in 
our understanding. There is not a thought we think 
which cannot be expressed in the medium of words, using 
the letters of our alphabet. And if Christ be the Alpha 
and Omega—the A and the Z—then included in His glori- 
ous person is our whole thought life, every idea and pur- 
pose that our being and experience can—has—and ever 
shall include. And is this not the true aim of God? Are 
we not told that in Christ is all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily and that “ye are complete in Him”? God 
Himself satisfied Himself in the bosom of the only be- 
gotten Son, as do the angels and principalities of heaven. 
May not we very finite human beings find a sufficiency 
and a glorious fullness in the wonderful Saviour? Why 
must we turn to the paltry things of this world to satis- 
fy our thought hunger? 

We are taking a second best when we do it! Christ is 
not a disappointment, and we can only be happy and 
complete when we accept Him as the center of our 
thinking, the theme of our whole existence, and the end 
of our life on this earth. 





It is the easiest thing in the world to obey God 
when He commands us to do what we like, and to 
trust Him when the path is all sunshine. The real 
victory of faith is to trust God in the dark and 
through the dark. —Theodore L. Cuyler. 
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RECEIVING AND KEEPING 
(Continued from page 7) 


come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but 
now they have no cloke for their sin.” Do you believe Je- 
sus came seeking the lost? 

Jesus taught His pre-existence with the Father of glory. 
To believe Christ’s doctrine we must believe this. Any- 
thing to the contrary lacks the whole truth. John 17:5, 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was.” Do you believe this? If you do not, you do 
not believe the teachings of our Lord. 

Jesus taught the trinity of the Godhead. He claimed the 
Comforter which is the Holy Ghost would come to abide 
with His people, not only for just a few days, but even to 
the end of the world. Yes, the Comforter still comes and 
remains with all true believers today. John 16:7, Never- 
theless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I 
go away: for-if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 
Do you believe this? Jesus taught this and asked His 
disciples to believe it. 

Many more things Jesus taught while here, space will 
not be sufficient to refer to all of them. All of His teach- 
ing we must accept if we expect the Divine to bless our 
efforts. Jesus taught the reality of sin, Satan, sickness, 
the resurrection, and eternal Life, eternal life based on 
conditions—by receiving Him into our lives and abiding 
in His teachings. Jesus claimed to be the Sin-bearer, our 
Liberator, the Forgiver of our every sin, all to be received 
at our submission unto Him. Jesus asked us not to call 
Him Lord, except we were willing to abide in His teach- 
ines. Luke 6:46, “And why call ve me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say?” There is only one way to 
answer this question of our Lord’s—abide in His Word. 
Remember the two thieves on the cross. Both had re- 
jected Christ. yet. while looking at the innocent suffering 
one’s own wrongs. felt within his soul, told him he had 
betrayed the Saviour. Pilate realized this same condition 
in his own life. Praise God, the thief didn’t remain a thief. 
He accepted the Saviour. He became a believer instead of 
a rejecter. 

My friend, you may be looked down upon, but Jesus 
will lift your soul to greater heights if you will take Him 
into your heart. Christ has the answer to your problems. 
Look at the scene. The cross in the center was the Saviour 
of men. The cross on one side was a receiver. The cross on 
the other side was the rejecter. Which side of Christ are 
you on today, my good friend? Are you a rejecter? 

I have pondered these three as they hung all in the 
same condition—helpless before the mobs. The cross of 
redemption is the cross that separated the sinner from 
God’s people as it did at this scene. It separated the be- 
liever from the unbeliever. Are you separated from Him 
today? The tragic and pathetic thing is that the rejecter 
remained a rejecter, with the remedy at hand. 

My friend, Jesus is close by your side. He wants to come 
into your heart. Will you accept Him now? Jesus is the 
Bread of Life. You have the same chance the thief on the 
cross had. Take advantage of it. At the time you receive 
Christ, please never reject His Word. Accept the words of 
Christ. It was He who paved the way to eternal life. It 
was He who died for your sins. Receive Him. 





All art, all education, can be merely a supplement 
to nature.—Aristotle. 
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ANCIENT SCROLLS DISTRIBUTED 
JERUSALEM (EP) “From European 
destruction to rebirth in Israel” was 
the theme which marked the handing 
over of more than twenty Scrolls of 
the Law to representatives of settle- 
ments scattered from Dan to Elat. The 
ceremony, held recently near the 
Tomb of David on Mt. Zion in Jeru- 
salem, was a sharp reminder of Is- 
rael’s determination to commemorate 
many Jewish communities which had 
been destroyed by the Nazis. The pres- 
entation took place during the Days of 
Consolation which follow Tisha b’Av 
(Ninth day of Av), the _ tradi- 
tional date of the destruction of the 
ew Representatives of the settle- 
ments entered the Room of Destruc- 
tion (in the building over the Tomb 
of David) and, after honoring the 
memory of the victims of Nazi sava- 
gery, were presented with the salvat- 
ed Scrolls. Dr. S. Z. Kahane, Director 
General of the en of Religious 
Affairs, presided over the ceremony. 


CONGRESS OKAYS FIREARMS AND 
FIREWATER FOR INDIANS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) The Sen- 
ate and House have approved legisla- 
tion legalizing the sale of liquor and 
firearms to reservation Indians, a 
move deplored by the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union (WCTU). The 
prohibition on liquor sales once ap- 
plied to large sections of the West. It 
dates back to the 19th century, but 
in modern times its application was 
narrowed to reservations. Both Houses 
also passed bills to make Indians of 
Wisconsin, California, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, and Oregon subject to their 
states’ criminal and civil laws. 


DAYTON CHRISTIANS START 
EARLY ON CHRISTMAS 

DAYTON, Ohio (EP) A group of civ- 
ic, religious and business leaders took 
definite steps Wednesday to “put 
Christ back in Christmas” this year. 
Meeting at the Gas and Electric build- 
ing, the et , composed of members 
of the Church Federation of Greater 
Dayton, the Dayton Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Junior C. of C., Greek 
Orthodox church, Rike-Kumler Com- 
pany, and the Otterbein Press, passed 
motions favoring: (1) A religious dis- 
play in every Dayton store window. A 
full window in the bigger ones, posters 
in the smaller ones. (2) A religious 
downtown parade in 1954. The group 
decided not to undertake such a pa- 
rade this year because of the time 
needed for preparations. (3) A life- 
sized Nativity scene at some centrally 
located spot. (4) A promotion cam- 
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paign urging the sale of Christmas 
cards with a religious rather than 
secular motif. 

Also assisting in the ———- to 
restore the Christ theme are K. C. 
Long, president of the Dayton Power 
and Light Company, and Elmer T. 
Scheuermann, secretary of the Retail 
Merchants Association. Efforts will be 
made to recruit representatives of all 
faiths and groups to participate in the 
campaign. 


EPISCOPALIAN URGES 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

NEW YORK (EP) The people, not 
the clergy, must be the “carriers of 
Christianity,” the Rev. Dr. Albert T. 
Mollegan, guest preacher at St. James 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Madison 
Avenue and Seventy-first Street, New 
York, declared. 

Dr. Mollegan, Professor of Christian 
Ethics at a Theological Sem- 
inary, Alexandria, said that because 
of the rising tide of Marxism and the 
relatively small number of clergymen, 
the people must, in their business and 
social life, point to God with articula- 
tion and conviction if they are to take 
Reia in the revival of the Christian re- 

on. 

Christianity, he cautioned, cannot 
“crank people into goodness,” but it 
can bring them into a closer relation- 
ship with God and thus produce hu- 
man goodness. 


Nineteen-year-old Quintuplet Marie 
Dionne, for whom half the world 
prayed when her life flickered for 
days after her birth, announced that 
she would become a nun. She will en- 
ter the convent of the Sisters of the 
Holy Sacrament in Quebec City this 
fall, a cloistered order devoted to per- 
petual adoration of the Holy Sacra- 
ment. “From now on,” she said; “I will 
have an opportunity to repay those 
people who remembered me when I 
was in need.” 


GIVE DATE ON CHURCH 
STATISTICS 

NEW YORK (EP) Church member- 
ship in the United States has reached 
an all-time high of 92;277,129, a gain 
of 4.1 = cent over 1951, according to 
statistics released this week by the 
National Council of Churches. This 
gain of 3,604,124 was two and a half 
times the population gain, and twice 
as high as gains reported for any sin- 
gle previous year. The number of 
churches increased from 284,592 to 
285,277. Sunday School enrollment in- 
creased to 32,638,879. 

The nation’s six religious groups 
are: Protestant, 54,229,963; Roman 


Catholic 30,253,427; Jewish Congre a- 
odox 


tions, 5,000,000; Eastern Ort 
2,353,783; Old Catholic and Polish Na- 
onal Catholic, 366,956; Buddhist, 


000. 

In 1900, 36 per cent of Americans 
belonged to a church; in 1930, 47 per 
cent; in 1952, 59 per cent. In 1952 
Protestants gained 3.9 per cent in the 
United States, and Roman Catholics, 
3.5 per cent. 

By grouping the larger denomina- 
tions, Baptists outnumber all denom- 
inations as follows: Baptist 24 (bod- 
ies) 17,470,111; Methodist (22 bodies) 
11,664,978; Lutheran (20 bodies) 
6,313,892; Presbyterian (11 bodies) 
3,535,171. Eighteen religious bodies in 
the United States now report a mil- 
lion or more members each. 


CULT LEADERS GET TOGETHER 

PHILADELPHIA, Penna. (EP) The 
leaders of two of the nation’s largest 
religious cults shook hands today in 
what was termed a “historic” meet- 
ing. The Rev. Prophet Jones of Detroit 
arrived in Philadelphia with a white 
mink jacket, 5l-karat topaz, dia- 
mond bracelet and a choir to greet 
Father and Mother Divine. He will 
help in three days of celebration 
marking the opening of Father Di- 
vine’s newest “heaven”’—a million- 
dollar French-style chateau in Phila- 
delphia’s exclusive Main Line section 
near West Conshohocken. The cele- 
bration thus far has been highlighted 
by a “heavenly” 20-course banquet at- 
tended by an estimated 1,000 follow- 
ers of the “father.” Prophet Jones will 
conduct 12-day camp meeting in 
Philadelphia. Until now his influence 
has been chiefly in the Midwest, while 
Father Divine’s followers are concen- 
trated in the East. 


The per capita consumption of beer 
in the United States in 1592 was 16.8 
gallons—74.7 per cent of the total 
sales, or 63 million barrels was for 
home consumption. 


MONGOLIAN TESTAMENT 
TRANSLATION COMPLETED 
MONGOLIA (EP) Since 1935 three 
Mongol scholars and four foreign mis- 
sionaries have been working on a re- 
vised manuscript of the New Testa- 
ment. The typesetting and proofread- 
ing are now complete. In 1815 the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
published St. Matthew’s Coe in the 
Kalmuck language, a dialect quite 
different from the literary Mongoli- 
an. Some Buriat Mongols living in 
southern Siberia happened to see 
some of these Gospel portions and 
were keenly interested. A collection of 


The Church of God Evangel 








































funds was started to make it possible 
to have the Bible translated into lit- 
erary Mongol. The four Gospels and 
the Acts were a. b e Rus- 
sian Bible Society in 1819. The Old 
Testament in literary Mongolian was 
Fag saa in 1840, and the work on 
he New Testament was completed in 
London in 1846. In 1880 the Mongoli- 
an New Testament was reprinted in 
St. Petersburg at the Imperial Acade- 
my of Science Press. 





ANCIENT BIBLE PASSAGES 
RESTORED BY PHOTO PROCESS 

SIGMARINGEN, Germany (EP) The 
first assembly of the “Vetus Latina 
Foundation,” which has undertaken 
an extensive publication of collec- 
tions of Latin Bible Romeses, met re- 
cently in the Benedictine monastery 
of Beuron, near Sigmaringen. Some 
200 leading Bible schoiars from all 
over the world, including representa- 
tives of the Protestant churches and 
of the Vatican, were present. The Lat- 
in texts of the Bible collected so far 
in the monastery of Beuron consist of 
600,000 loose-leaf pages, to be pub- 
lished in book form. The Beuron Bi- 
ble Institute avails itself of modern 
technical methods in its work. Many 
Bible passages in old Latin, written 
on ancient parchments and then 
rubbed out and written over with oth- 
er matter, can be made legible again 
by ultraviolet photographing after the 
parchments have been treated chem- 
ically. As publication in book form 
will take several decades, existing ma- 
terial is to be made available at once 
to the public in microfilm. “Publica- 
tion from parchments, notes, copies 
and memoranda by Late Latin chron- 
iclers,” states a report, “will open 
up fresh sources for the study of the 
—— origins by theologians and his- 
orians.” 


NOTES FROM THE NEWS 


When Dr. Oswald J. Smith conduct- 
ed the annual missionary convention 
in The People’s Church of Toronto, 
which he serves as pastor, the offering 
amounted to $262,000, the largest ever 
received. More than 4,000 people were 
present at the two Sunday services. 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Dr. Deland Wang, 
and R. G. LeTourneau assisted in the 
event. The Church will continue to 
maintain its 315 missionaries and 
send out another 25 this year, the pas- 
tor declared. 

From England comes the news that 
there are more priests, monks, nuns, 
monasteries and convents in that 
country than at any time prior to the 
Reformation. Many bishops and 
clergymen are openly advocating re- 
union with Rome. ousands of ear- 
nest Christians are leaving their par- 
ish churches because of Romanizing 
practices being brought in. 

“Women are more sensitive to nico- 
tine . . .” said Dr. Morris Friedell, of 
Chicago, in the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. Women un- 
dergo a 33 per cent change in blood 
volume, compared with 19 per cent for 
men, while smoking a cigarette. Prob- 
ably this is ee women get a bigger 
“kick” from a cigarette than men. 
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MACON, Ga.—Our church, under 
the leadership of Rev. Hoyt Odom, 
progressed nicely. The Sunday School 
attendance rose from 130 to 200. We 
remodeled the church and parsonage, 
built a pastor’s study, and made 6 new 
Sunday School rooms in the basement 
of the parsonage while Brother Odom 
was our pastor. Rev. W. E. Wright, 
a wonderful man of God, of Thomas- 
ton, Ga., came to us after the camp 
meeting this year. The people are 
falling in line and working well. The 
Macon Church of God is still going 
forward.—Glynn Griffin, Clerk. 

A YEAR ENDS—A NEW ONE 
BEGINS IN WEST VIRGINIA 

The fiscal year of 1952-1953 of the 
Church of God in the State of West 
Virginia climaxed with a great camp 
meeting at Beckley, lasting 6 nights 
and 5 days. This was the greatest 
camp meeting for West Virginia that 
has ever been, according to the state- 
ments made by some who were present 
and had been attending for a number 
of years. There was a wonderful heav- 
enly atmosphere in every service, in- 
cluding the day services, and a fine 
spirit of love, cooperation, and unity 
was found among the brethren that 
is not to be excelled anywhere. 

Rev. C. R. Spain was at his best each 
evening as he brought the message, 
and each altar service was a glorious 
sight as numbers rushed to the altar, 
some to be saved, some to be sancti- 
fied, and some to be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. Benches were used to 
make added altar space for the seek- 
ers, and never have I witnessed any 
greater altar services as was had in 
this camp meeting. 

Each morning at 11 o’clock, Rev. 
R. P. Johnson spoke to us, and his 
messages were truthfully food to our 
souls. We felt greatly honored to have 
Brother Johnson with us, and his min- 
istry has been an inspiration to num- 
bers of younger ministers in the 
Church. 

We were happy and honored to have 
our Assistant General Overseer, Rev. 
Houston R. Morehead, and his wife 
and son, Richard, visiting us at the 
beginning of our camp meeting. 
Brother Morehead’s message blessed 
our souls. 

Also, we had with us Rev. R. Leonard 
Carroll, Lee College President, and his 
wife. Brother Carroll spoke to us, and 
we were really happy to know we have 
such a fine, godly, spiritual man at 
the head of our College. Rev. R. R. 
Walker, Orphanage Superintendent, 
and his wife visited us. ey brought 
some of the children from the home 
and their singing added to the meet- 
Ss were happy they came by. 

v. Wade Horton, Missions Field 
Representative, visited us and spoke to 
us at our mission service, after which 








a floor offering of $1,229.28 was re- 
ceived. For this we thank God. 

Thursday afternoon was L.W.W.B. 
service, under direction of Brother 
and Sister R. H. Prichard. The skit 
that was given was very appropriate. 

Saturday was Youth Day, under the 
direction of our state youth director, 
Rev. Hollis L. Green. This was, indeed, 
a great day for the West Virginia 
youth, and Saturday evening, though 
being the last service, we had the 
record-breaking crowd of the entire 
meeting. 

We can say that this camp meeting 
was a great one, and Rev. G. W. Lane, 
our state overseer, did a splendid job 
in planning and pos a great 
program for our 1953 camp meeting. 
The past year has been a great one, 
under the leadership of a fine state 
overseer. 

A new year had its start on Monday, 
September 7, 1953, as the ministers of 
West Virginia met to plan the program 
to work by the new year and also en- 
joy a full day of ministerial instruc- 
tion to help us be more efficient pas- 
tors and evangelists. 

We were doubly honored to have 
with us Rev. Zeno C. Tharp, our Gen- 
eral Overseer, and Rev. ouston R. 
Morehead, our Assistant General 
Overseer. Monday — Brother 
Morehead brought a timely message 
on the “Perils of a Preacher,” which 
was certainly a message that has 
made us to be careful as Paul has 
said, “After we have preached to oth- 
ers, lest we ourselves should be a cast- 
away.” 

Tuesday was spent in outlining a 
program for this year, and Brother 
Tharp moderated the meeting. His 
counsel was invaluable to us. This was 
a great day, and a fine program was 
outlined for the year. 

Tuesday evening, we had a great 
service. Rev. John L. Yates, state 
evangelist, preached a great message. 

Wednesday was spent in lectures 
and study on subjects that were of in- 
terest to the ministers and will hel 
us all to know more about churc 
operation. 

The Wednesday evening service cli- 
maxed the meeting, with Rev. Hollis 
L. Green, our state youth director, 
bringing the message. 

We are now working and looking 
forward to this being a great year, 
under the leadership of a state over- 
seer as Brother G. W. Lane and under 
the divine guidance and anointing of 
God.—Rev. Garland E. Mills, Pastor, 
Charleston, W. Va. 





I refuse to think that there is as 
much ingratitude in the world as is 
commonly maintained. A great deal of 
water is flowing underground which 
never comes up as a spring.—Albert 
Schweitzer. 
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ALABAMA 

PITTSVIEW, Ala.—We have recent- 
ly closed a great revival with Brother 
Bobby Peoples as the evangelist. There 
were 7 saved, 3 sanctified, and all the 
saints were greatly blessed. This is a 
newly organized work and is yet small, 
but the people truly love God and are 
loyal to S cause. We appreciate 
Brother Peoples’ assistance in this 
work.—Wm. A. Grant, Pastor. 


FLORIDA 

MARIANNA, Fla. — We have just 
closed a good revival, with Rev. W. J. 
Rice as the evangelist. One was saved, 
one sanctified, and many healed. One 
girl, 18 years of age, who had never 
walked, was healed and walked with- 
out crutches. God surely blessed us at 
the Sink Creek Church of God.—Wil- 
ton C. Sims, Clerk. 
MISSISSIPPI 

HOLCOMB, Miss. — We have recent- 
ly had a 3_ weeks’ revival here 
at Stonefield Church of God, conduct- 
ed by Rev. Duddly of Birmingham, 
Ala. The church was greatly blessed. 
There were 23 saved and several sanc- 
tified and filled with the Holy Ghost. 
—Mrs. H. B. Rushing, Reporter. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

HICKORY, N. C.—We, at the Long- 
view Church of God, have just enjoyed 
a very successful revival, with Sister 
Della R. Patrick, of Roanoke Rapids, 
N. C., as the evangelist. There were 18 
saved, 11 sanctified, 7 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 4 added to the church, 
and many healed. Two of the out- 
standing healings were those of chil- 
dren, one of cancer and the other of 
infantile paralysis. Others had goiters 
removed by the power of God. The 
revival spirit is still here; one young 
man was saved last night. Our church, 
organized less than a year ago with 18 
members, now has 45 members in good 
standing —J. W. Pritchard, Pastor. 


ROANOKE RAPIDS, N. C.—On Au- 
ust 30, the Church of God at Roanoke 
pids, N. C., broke its Sunday School 
attendance record for the fifth time, 
with 232 attending. Our Sunday 


School has grown from grade “C” to 
grade “A” since the Rev. L. N. Puette 
and family came to us about three 
years ago. We all appreciate our able 
leader and well-qualified pastor. 
Previous to this, the church had 
been in a revival, which began among 
the membership. Thirty-four souls 
were saved, 28 sanctified, 19 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, 29 added the 
church, and 28 baptized in water. The 
revival was followed by Rev. J. D. 
Walker’s preaching soul-stirring mes- 
sages for 2 weeks. We are giving God 
the praise——Joseph Miller, Reporter. 


NEW MEXICO 

ROSWELL, N. Mex.—We have en- 
joyed a good revival. There were 5 
saved, 3 sanctified, 13 baptized in wa- 
ter, and 9 added to the church. Rev. 
G. M. Bloomingdale and Rev. J. H. 
Mitchell were the evangelists. We had 
a total of 15 added to the church in 
the month of August and an average 
of 100 in Sunday School. We broke our 
Sunday School record twice.—oO. E. 
Wright, Pastor. 


TENNESSEE 

LEBANON, Tenn.—One of the great- 
est revivals in the history of the 
Church of God in Lebanon, Tenn., has 
just closed, with Rev. Roy Dagnan, of 
Wallins Creek, Ky., as evangelist. 
There were 26 souls saved, 25 sancti- 
fied, 16 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
8 baptized in water, and quite a few 
added to the church. Many were 
healed by the power of God. Brother 
Dagnan’s consecrated prayer life was 
certainly an outstanding factor in the 
revival. We also are thankful for our 
fine pastor and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. 
Walter Sellars—Mrs. Bertha Kemp, 
Clerk. 
TEXAS 

HOUSTON, Texas—We had a 2 
weeks’ revival with L. L. Green as the 
evangelist. His wife and daughter 
helped in the music and special sing- 
ing. There were 11 saved, 7 sanctified, 
6 filled with the Holy Ghost, 10 bap- 
tized in water, 16 added to the church, 
and many sick people healed. God 
gave a 2 outpouring of His Spirit. 
—Mrs. R. D. Ashcraft, Reporter. 








A TESTIMONY 

WEATHERFORD, Tex.—During the 
first year and a half that I attended 
church I was saved and sanctified. I 
lived under severe persecution at 
home, which caused me to pray much. 
Once when I was praying, I felt im- 
pressed to be baptized mediately, 
which I did. I was soon baptized in 
the Holy Ghost while sitting in church. 
My pastor recognized the power of 
God and requested my prayers. 
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I later went to the Church of God 
for prayer, as I was very nervous. 
I liked the church and became a mem- 
ber in April, 1953. I still served God 
under severe persecution. 

I was bothered by a vision which I 
did not understand, then my husband 
became seriously ill. My pastor came 
and prayed. God healed, saved, and 
sanctified, him. Now we serve God 
happily together—Mrs. Dixie Surgi- 
ner. 





Rev. Charlie Williamson, age 43, an 
ordained minister who has served the 
Church of God for the past 19 years, 
was killed in an automobile accident 
September 5, 1953. The ——. church 


buildings and parsonages he has built 
bespeak his great success as a pastor. 
Forty-five fellow ministers attended 
the funeral, which was conducted by 
Rev. Clifford M. Jinkerson, Rev. James 
A. Cross, state overseer of South Caro- 
lina, and Rev. James A. Shealey, state 
youth director of South Carolina, in 
the beautiful church he built in York, 
S. C. We honor this man for his loving 
service and sacrifice to the Church of 
God and the kingdom of our heavenly 
Father.—Clifford M. Jinkerson, Dis- 
trict Pastor. 
HERRING 
Mrs. Janie Herring, age 65, a de- 
voted member of the East Lumberton, 
North Carolina, Church of God, died 
August 15, 1953. She is survived by her 
husband, 10 children, 23 grandchil- 
dren, and 11 great-grandchildren. The 
funeral was conducted by Revs. T. N. 
Ward and W. R. Craven. 
CARTER 
Aulcey W. Carter, age 41, died June 
6, 1953. He is survived by his wife, 4 
children, and father and mother. 
HIGHFILL 
We regret to announce the death of 
Exhorter Andrew C. Highfill, of North 
Carolina, on August 29, 1953. 
HATCHEL 
Jimmie Hatchel, age 42, a charter 
member of the Huffman, Ark., Church 
of God, and active Sunday School su- 
perintendent, died August 29, 1953, at 
his home. Funeral services were con- 
ducted by his pastor, Rev. J. N. Pat- 
terson, assisted by Rev. Austin Wil- 
liams, former pastor. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Mrs. Lissie Hatchell 
and 4 children. Brother Hatchel’s 
faithfulness to the church and pa- 
tience during his illness will long be 
remembered.—Mary Ella Ray. 
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PRIZES to Be 
Awarded in the 


Church-Wide SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTEST 


GRAND PRIZE 


To the best all-round winner 
a round-trip ticket by air to 
Mexico City for pastor and su- 
perintendent. 


FIRST PRIZE 


Web-Cor Tape Recorder for 
teaching, broadcasts, etc. Higley’s 
Commentaries of the Sunday 
School lessons for each teacher, 
Higley Press, Butler, Indiana. 
Value approximatel]v $209.50. 
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SECOND PRIZE: 25 Steel Folding Chairs 
—more equipment for your Sunday 
School. Value — $127.50. 





THIRD PRIZE: SVE Projector, 35 mm 
with case, David C. Cook ees Chicago, 


Illinois — improve your teaching meth- 
ods. S. S. Standardization film strip. 


100 <Choruses of Calvary.” Value — 
0.80. 


FOURTH PRIZE: Standard 4-drawer fil- 
ing cabinet. “Studies in the Four Gos- 
pels,” Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
New Jersey, main office. Value — $78.95. 








FIFTH PRIZE: Successful Teaching film 
strips with sound tape, Moody Insti- 
tute, Chicago, Ill., Cruden’s Concord- 
ance, Universal Book & Bible House, 
oe Pennsylvania. Value — 











SIXTH PRIZE: 50 Church of God Hym- 
nals, Church of God Publishing House. 
Value — $55.00. 





. 


SEVENTH PRIZE: International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia, Wm. B. Erd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
New Testament Commentary, A. J. Hol- 
man Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Value — 715. 





EIGHTH PRIZE: Barnes Notes on the 
New Testament, Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Value — $33.50. 





PRIZES to Be , 


N S Yi VX 
Awarded in the \ age “we 
Church- Wide SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTEST 


GRAND PRIZE 


To the best all-round winner, 
a round-trip ticket by air to 
Mexico City for pastor and su- 
perintendent 


+ + 


FIRST PRIZE 


U. S. Royal Portable writer, 
50 Church of God Hymnals, 
Church of God Publishing House. 
Value — $170.00. 





SIXTH PRIZE: Rudin Book of Life, De- 
luxe Edition, John Rudin Company, Inc. 
Value — $52.75. 


SEVENTH PRIZE: 100 Plastic Pew Hold- 


SECOND PRIZE: 25 Steel folding Chairs 
— more equipment for your Sunday 
School. Value — $127.50. 


THIRD PRIZE: Duplicator. Doctor 
Chafer’s Systematic Theology, Van 
Kampen Press, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois. 
Value — $94.50. 


NOTE: See October thirty-first issue 


FOURTH PRIZE: SVE Projector 35 mm. 
case and filmstrip attachment, David 
C. Cook Co., Chicago, Ill., S. S. Stand- 
ardization Film Strip. Value — $85.80. 


FIFTH PRIZE: Successful Teaching Film 
Judson Press, Philadelphis, Penmayy” 
udson e! Pe 1- 
vania. Value — $75.00. _ 


ers — Judson Press, Scofield Bible, Ox- 
ford University Press. New Testament 
Commentary, A. J. Holman Company. 
Value — $50.25. 


EIGHTH PRIZE: An Interpretation of 

the English Bible, Beardeata , 

Nashville, Tennessee. Judson’s Register 
. Value — $36.15. 


of the Evangel for prize lists for Groups C and D. 





